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Ld 
Laid Aside 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 

H, KEEP my heart from bitterness, 


I pray, 
And let me not rebel against Thy will, 
For I cannot perceive the reason why 
I must lie here so helpless and so still. 


O Lord, I pray, use me in some small 
way 
(It matters not how, why, or where 
it be), 
And let these silent, empty hours bring 
An ever-closer fellowship with Thee. 


Counteracting Poison 

One reason people easily fall prey 
to error is that they have not been 
saturated with the Bible. Paul taught 
Timothy both to “hold fast the form of 
sound words” and “preach the word” 
(2 Tim. 1:13; 4:2), He commanded this, 
by the Spirit, in view of the spread of 
false teaching and his own early de- 
parture. As is so often true, there are 
Old Testament illustrations of New 
Testament warnings. One of these is 
found in an incident in Elisha’s experi- 
ence. His servant was preparing a 


‘meal for’the sons of the prophets and 


someone inadvertently threw into the 
pot a poisonous wild gourd. As soon 
as it was discovered, Elisha cast in meal 
which made the stew harmless. We 


eat primarily to live, but it is perfectly 
possible to eat ourselves to death. If 
we are careless as to diet there is a 
sure penalty, though it may seem far 
off. In the story, the young men needed 
food, as we all do. But we must also 
remember that “man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
(Matt. 4:4; Deut, 8:3). This is all the 
more true when we have trusted Christ 
as Saviour, when we have a new life 
which like the natural life must be 
sustained. We feed the body with 
great regularity and complain when we 
miss one meal. Even when we have 
lost our appetite, we eat because it is 
necessary. Yet we may neglect our own 
personal Bible reading for long periods 
and think little of it. The story in 2 
Kings 4 tells how the sons of the prophets 
were fed poison because someone did 
not exercise the proper care. Every 
Christian who is well instructed in the 
Word of God ought to be able to rec- 
ognize poison, and our safety in judg- 
ing any teaching lies in finding out 
whether it is in agreement with the 
Bible. The Bereans “received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so” (Acts 17:11). Just as 


we need to be careful in choosing food 
for our body, so we need to be on our 
guard lest we take in poison for the 
spirit through our eyes and ears. When 
we continue to look at the many enter- 
taining spectacles produced by man, we 
are in danger of merely feeding the 
flesh; and we can easily absorb error, 
of which there is so much today, un- 
less we use Scripturd] discernment in 
judging it. Elisha did not rail against 
the one who had ignorantly gathered 
the poison. That would have done him 
no good. The prophet’s action was 
quick and positive, as he had to think 
of those who might be injured. Meal 
in the Old Testament. sacrifices typi- 
fied Christ, and especially Christ cru- 
cified. He Himself was the corn of 
wheat that fell into the ground, died, 
and brought forth much fruit. One of 
our greatest needs in preaching today 
is for solid Bible exposition which will 
instruct the hearers in the faith and 
prepare them to see and reject error. 
Paul wrote to Titus that an elder “must 
be blameless, as the steward of God 

. holding fast the faithful word as 
he hath been taught, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and to convince the gainsayers” (Titus 
1:7, 9). 


The Bible and Protestant Piety 


By Jean Cadier (translated by the late Ernest Gordon) 


called the religion of the Book, 

Rather than abandon the reading 
of the Bible, Huguenots braved royal 
decrees, which forbade its reading, and 
found hiding places, which enabled it 
to escape the search of its persecutors. 
Through it, they maintained for more 
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Comfort For Dark Days 


“Therefore whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon 
a rock” (Matt. 7:24). 
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than a century hidden church services 
without pastors, save on rare occasions, 
In Madagascar, the persecuted infant 
church .existed for a time solely with 
the help of Scripture. 

This was the result of the Reforma- 
tion conception of the meeting of God 
with man. Distrust of human capac- 
ities, obscured by sin, led the Refosm- 
ers to doubt the reality of a piety 
undirected and uncontrolled, of a mys- 
ticism prone at times to go astray. They 
sought piety under direction—but of 
whom? For centuries the care of souls 
had belonged to the church, conceived 
of as a vast corporation managing the 
whole of life, social and individual, 
even the life of trades in guilds and of 
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universities. In this frame, the whole 

tendency of which was ever to become 

more rigid, souls were stifled. 

The Reformation passed control from 
the Church over to the Book. God spake. 
God revealed Himself, made Himself 
known. Because of His sovereign lib- 
erty, of His initiative, always first and 
often unforeseen, He spake not in ritual 
but in the Book. He speaks and His 
voice is heard across the Scriptures, en- 
lightened for us intentionally and di- 
rectly by the Holy Spirit. 

In our time Catholicism is develop- 
ing dn extremely thorough study of the 
Bible. The beautiful collection of com- 
mentaries bearing the name of the late 
Pére Lagrange and his coworkers in 
Jerusalem, the remarkable series of 
Lectio Divina, the articles in Vigo- 
reaux’s Bible Dictionary, and other 
similar works, show a very great ac- 
quaintance with the Biblical books and 
the problems they pose. New editions 
of the Bible are put out which indi- 
cates a wish to make Scripture known 
to an ever-greater number of Catholic 
readers. Yet there is a difference in 
the Biblical field between Protestants 
and Catholics. For the Protestant, the 
Bible is above ail a means of spiritual 
growth; for the Catholic, of religious 
knowledge. There are, of course, many 
exceptions to so categorical a state- 
ment, but by and large I believe this 
distinction to be justified. 

What is it that guides the prayer of 
the Protestant? Bible reading. Per- 
sonal ‘worship, family worship, either 
privately or at the fireside at the day’s 
close, consist essentially in the reading 
of a passage of Scripture and of prayer 
directed and sustained by this reading. 
I think of a remarkable little book by 
W. Monod, “Bible and Prayer,” in 
which by a slight modification, the 
statements of Scripture are prayed. 
We learn to pray the Bible, to pray 
the Sermon on the Mount, portions of 
the Epistles, of the Psalms, Bible read- 
ing for the Protestant is not so much 
an occasion for theological instruction 
as an opportunity to reply to God’s in- 
vitation. In this reading-prayer, God 
grants His guidance, His suppoft, His 
reprimand. In a word, the substance of 
our life is related to Him. Sometimes 
this word addresses itself to, our intel- 
ligence, since it speaks to our whole 
being; but it is not solely the channel 
of intellectual knowledge. It is rather, 
in essence, a channel of grace. 

Phis idea of the Bible as a means of 
spiritual edification is not common in 
Catholicism. Catholic piety is sacra- 
mental, mystical, rather than moral, 
stressing the sacrament rather than the 
Word, I know that twenty years ago 
a preacher in Notre Dame, R., P. Pinard 
de la Boullaye, suggested that if Jesus 
should ask him to choose between the 
Gospel and the Eucharist, he would 
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choose the Gospel; but for by far most 
Catholics the Eucharist is before the 
Gospel. 

If the Protestant neglects reading the 
Bible and private prayer he loses an 
essential of the Reformation. As the 
sacramental life of the Reformed 
churches is too often slighted because 
of infrequent Communions, there is left 
to the Protestant only participation in 
weekly church services, Pulpit instruc- 
tion, or rather the intellectual side of 
it, becomes overemphasized. Religion 
becomes discussion, either with oneself 
or with others. One wanders off to 
external confrontation with systems 
and opinions, instead of entering into 
the internal life of repentance and 
search for God’s grace. 

The sovereign authority of Holy 
Scripture makes it not only the court 
of highest appeal in controversies. It 
is authority for all life. The rule of 
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faith, it is also and before all, the rule 
of life. The child of the Reformation 
accepts guidance by Biblical indica- 
tions, in all the details of life. There 
grows ‘up in him a Biblical mentality 
whose features we early recognize— 
conviction of God’s sovereignty, abso- 
lute confidence in His power, horror of 
evil, joy of salvation, search after God’s 
will. The man of the Bible believes 
in the intervention of God in human 
history and in his own life. He sub- 
jects himself to Him continually for his 
life’s direction. He is uplifted in hope 
by knowing, through the teaching of 
the Word, that final victory belongs to 
God, that His Kingdom is coming. 

We need to return to the practice of 
private worship, the daily reading of 
Scripture, with fervent prayer inspired 
by that reading. Then will we enter 
afresh into the characteristic piety of 
the Reformation. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


“Patter” and Paternosters 


Having been a subscriber to your 
paper for years I hold it in high es- 
teem. 

The day has come in which I am 
disappointed. I refer to Brother 
Smith’s article on vain repetitions, I 
have considered these as just that. I 
have no ax to grind, having been 
warned from childhood of the errors 
in Catholicism. But I do have respect 
for my Catholic friends and feel this 
article just pokes fun at them, as I 
fail to see any connection between 
patter and the Latin-pater except in 
spelling—A New York reader. 

The Trmes regrets that this reader 
has been “disappointed” by Dr. Wilbur 
Smith’s paragraph on “vain repetition” 
in the “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” in THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
of July 13. Dr. Smith was not merely 
trying to poke fun at Roman Cathclics, 
but he was calling serious attention to 
the emptiness of their vain repetitions. 

The connection between our word 
“patter” and the Latin paternoster was 
not of Dr. Smith’s invention. He states 
that he heard, on a recent television 
program, the statement made that 
our word “patter” is derived from 
the Latin word paternoster. This is 
supported by Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary, where, under the word 
“patter,” the following statement in 
brackets is made, “From ‘pater’ in 
‘paternoster.’” The first meaning given 
is, “To recite .paternosters or other 
prayers in rapid succession as on beads; 
hence, to say one’s prayers rapidly, me- 
chanically, or mumblingly.” A second 
meaning of the word “patter” is given 
as, “To talk glibly or volubly usually 
without attention ‘to sense; to chatter 
gibberish, jargon, cant.” ° 


When Catholics say the rosary, a form 
of devotion to the Virgin Mary, this 
prayer consists of fifteen decades of 
Ava Marias, each of which is preceded 
by a “paternoster” and ends with a 
“Gloria Patri,” and it seems to the 
Times that this type of praying, as it 
is usually indulged in, is indeed vain 
repetition and comes well, within the 
definition of “patter” given by Dr. 
Smith and by Webster’s Dictionary. 

Dr. Smith meant no disrespect to 
many sincere, though mistaken, Roman 
Catholics. 


' 


v2 


Ballet and Television 


I am not critical of your “Notes on 
Open Letters” in the July 13 issue. 
I have cut it out and am reading and 
rereading it in the light of God’s 
Word to find out how much of it I 
can accept. 

However, I do challenge you to be 
consistent. In the same issue Dr. Wil- 
bur Smith speaks of watching tele- 
vision (“A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought,” page 548, col. 3). If 
“The Theater” and “The Ballet” are 
all bad because of what we find true 
about the majority of the shows, 
actors, actresses, etc., then “The tele- 
vision” is all bad... . In fact, if Dr. 
Trumbull’s reasoning were followed, 
we could never have a Christian film 
—a missionary film, for the actors 
would be pretending to be someone 
else—a lie—“A puzzled Fundamental- 
ist,” a North Carolina pastor, 


It seems pretty clear that Dr, Smith 
was not watching the ballet on tele- 
vision when he referred to it, for he 
merely said, “I did not know until 
watching a television program last 
month that our word patter, meaning 

(Continued on page 665) 
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ll. Law as an Expression of the Will of God 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


What is the source of the moral laws of God? 
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SIDE from the twelve distinctive 
uses of the word “law” discussed 
in the preceding article, there are 

different kinds or classifications of laws. 
We have already noted that the Mosaic 
Law included the moral law, the cere- 
monial or religious law, civil laws con- 
cerning property, criminal laws, sani- 
tary and health laws, laws concerning 
government. 

What is law? Law is an expression 
of the will of God. If there were no 
personal God, there would be no law, 
in the true sense of that word. There 
are two forms of law, namely, law as 
force and law as a commandment. Both 
come from God. A great scientist has 
said that the law of gravity is nothing 
but the personal will of God cease- 
lessly operating. So all the “laws of 
nature,” and the laws that science has 
discovered, are the declaration of God’s 
way of working in the universe. Law 
as commandment presupposes moral 
beings. We are concerned with the 
moral law as applied to human beings. 
The definition of moral law then would 
be the expression of God’s will for His 
creatures. Our Lord said, “I delight 
to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law 
is within my heart” (Psa. 40:8; Heb. 
10:7), 

We are faced here with many kinds 
of laws, which God gives for a tem- 
porary period, and particularly to His 
Chosen People, Israel. But what we 
mean by the moral law is the law that 
is rooted in the nature and the will 
of God and in the nature of men. There 
are, for example, God’s laws concern- 
ing marriage, His laws against immoral- 
ity, laws concerning property. Natu- 
rally these laws are not eternal laws, 
because in Heaven there is neither 
marriage nor giving in marriage. 


The Moral Law and the Nature of God 


What is the source of these moral 
laws of God? There are many people, 
even Christian people, who have ‘the 
idea that God commands truthfulness 
and kindness and love and unselfish- 
ness because these things are in them- 
selves right. But what makes them 
right? The answer is that these things 
are right because God commands them. 
If this were not so, then God would 
not be God. There would be a so- 
called “nature of things” which con- 
trols God in His actions and in His 
commandments, 

* By its very nature we can see that 
the moral law of God must remain un- 
changed so long as the nature of God 
and the circumstances surrounding man 
continue the same. It is quite true 


that in God’s dealings with man, from 


Dr. McQuilkin, the late founder and 
president o& Columbia Bible College, 
has dealt courageously with the 
perplexing subject of law and 
grace in a careful study covering 
sixty-five typewritten pages and 
containing eight chapters. The 
Times will (by permission) pub- 
lish four of these chapters in seven 
or eight installments, of which this 
is the second. The third install- 
ment, which is the first part of a 
chapter on “The Christian and Law,” 
will be published next week. 








the time man was created, and espe- 
cially from the time sin entered, there 
have been clearly distinguished “dis- 
pensations.” All Christians recognize 
at least two dispensations, the Old Tes- 
tament and the New Testamént dispen- 
Sations. -But in the Old Testament 
there are several periods during which 
God reveals His will in a special way. 
But it should be clearly recognized by 
all that there are two things unchanged 
through all the dispensations. One is 
God’s moral law. What God com- 
manded to men because they were men 
must continue unchanged as long as 
men are men. The other thing that is 
unchanged is God’s plan of salvation 
by grace through faith. No one who 
was ever saved or ever will be saved 
was saved in any other way than by 
grace through faith. No man ever was 
or ever will be declared righteous on 
the basis of his keeping the law of God, 

In our study of Law, this brings us 
to the vital question, “What is sin?” 
Volumes have been written about sin 
and the various theological and philo- 
sophical definitions of sin. Let us turn 
to two verses in God’s Word which con- 
tain in seven words a statement of 
what sin is. In 1 John 3:4 we read, 
“Sin is lawlessness” (R.V.). The King 
James Version reads, less accurately, 
“Sin is the transgression of the law.” 
This statement that sin is lawlessness 
is not like our present use of the word 
“lawless.” It means that sin is anything 
contrary to the law of God. In 1 John 
5:17 we read, “All unrighteousness is 
sin.” This means that anything con- 
trary to righteousness is sin. To find 
out what sin is we need to know what 
is meant by “law,” and what is meant 
by “righteousness.” The answer can be 
found again briefly and clearly. in our 
Lord’s words: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the great and first com- 
mandment. And a second like unto it 
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is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. .On these two command- 
ments the whole law hangeth, and the 
prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40). Into two 
commandments our Lord has condensed 
the whole Law. It is recognized that 
these two commandments sum up the 
Ten Commandments. Thus the Ten 
Commandments have ever been re- 
garded in the Church as briefly compre- 
hending the whole moral law of God. 

It will be seen that the famous defi- 
nition of sin contained in the West- 
minster Catechism is a simple and ac- 
curate presentation of the teaching of 
God’s Word: “Sin is any want of con- 
formity unto or transgression of the 
law of God.” Usually when we think 
of sin we think first of the transgres- 
sion of God’s law. The authors of this 
definition, with deeper insight, put first 
“Any want of conformity unto.” 

We -have discussed the different 
meanings of the word “law,” but we 
have not discussed the various purposes 
of the law. Here we find one of the 
great purposes, but not the only one, 
“Through the law cometh the knowl- 
edge of sin” (Rom. 3:20). It is through 
the commandment of God that sin is 
shown to be exceeding sinful; that is, 
that it might be shown to be sin (Rom. 
7:13), 


Law Is a Lovely Thing! 

Christ found delight in the law of 
God. So did the psalmist. Paul speaks 
of the Christian as delighting in the 
law of God in the inward man. The 
law of God is the will of God, the 
sweet will of God. Law is a lovely 
thing. 

But not for the sinner! What of the 
man who has broken the Law? The an- 
swer is, “The wages of sin is death.” 
We are dead, and law can never make 
us alive. Law can only condemn. 
Moody once said that the Law is a great 
looking glass let down from Heaven. 
We look in the mirror to see the dirt 
on our faces. We cannot wash our face 
with the mirror. We look in the mirror 
and we see our sinful, undone hearts. 
And the Law cannot make alive. Nor 
can the Law do aught but exact the 
uttermost perialty. God’s answer is 
grace. And what an answer! And 
what must grace do? Grace must first 
provide an atonement for sin. 


(To be continued) 
bd 


Likeness to Jesus Christ . . . comes 
as the consequence of the consecration 
of the Christian to the Lord Jesus.— 
J. Russell Howden. 
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Letter Writing—a Ministry for Christ 
To whom Christian letters may be sent and what they should contain 


HE list is long of the various activ- 

ities in which one may engage to 
help forward the work of Christ. Some 
methods give prominence to the one 
whom God is using; others permit work 
to be done in the privacy of the home. 
Letter writing is one of the quiet min- 
istries for Christ, and pleases those 
who are seized with such man-fear 
when speaking te an audience, great 
or small, that the lips refuse to do the 
bidding of the brain. Letter writing 
costs little, at least in money, though 
it does cost much in time spent in plan- 
ning the best method of discussing the 
subject to be considered, as well as 
the hours spent in prayer about the 
letters to be mailed, 

There are many kinds of helpful let- 
ters—those that warm the hearts of.the 
ones who receive them; those that bring 
necessary reproof, needed advice, or 
welcome comfort. But every letter lets 
the recipient know that he is being re- 
membered. 

There is the letter the Sunday school 
teacher sends to, his scholars, and, re- 
gardless of age, this work is of value. 
Teachers may not know what an im- 
portant thing a letter is in the life of 
a small child to whom the postman’s 
visits are rare. If the teacher, for some 
reason, is unable to call on a child, a 
letter is always welcome, and it may 
bring back to Sunday school a scholar 
who has grown cold or indifferent. 

A letter to a child on a summer vaca- 
tion is also something to be prized, and 
has often proved of value, In one home, 
the parents were unconcerned about 
spiritual matters, and added to this, 
they moved to another section of the 
city before vacation. It would have 
been easy to discontinue attending Sun- 
day school after they returned, but 
the summer correspondence between 
teacher and scholar cemented the 
friendship to such an extent that any 
transportation inconvenience was over- 
come in order to have the former con- 
taet with this Sunday school and this 
teacher. 

Letters written by a Sunday school 
teacher on special occasions are of 
value, too. Those written at Easter 
and Christmas time emphasizing the 
spiritual significance of the day are 
read by others in the home, perhaps 
by unsaved parents, and may awaken 
those who have been. spiritually asleep, 
those who may have permitted a child 
to assume the spiritual burden for the 
family. 

Another letter that is much prized is 
one written by a Sunday school super- 
intendent to his teachers assuring them 





of the one who is to receive the letter, 


By FAITH WILLIAMS SHIRAS 


of his appreciation of their faithful- 
ness and zeal in caring for the little 
lambs who are dear to the heart, not 
only of the under-shepherd, but also 
to the heart of the great Shepherd of 
the sheep. 

A note sent with a gift to a class 
member who is ill may be such a work 
of art that the gift takes second place 
as one’s thought is centered on the ac- 
companying message; but always the 
note’s value is enhanced if the recip- 
ient is urged to love the Lord more 
each day, or, if not saved, to accept 
Him as Saviour and Lord, 

Of course the letters of paramount 
importance are the ones written to 
those living without Christ. One friend 
found it increasingly difficult to meet 
those to whont she desired to give the 
message of salvation, though her list 
was long of those who, either through 
indifference or carelessness, the love of 
pleasure or the pursuit of wealth, were 
putting off until old age the answer to 
the question, “Where shall I spend eter- 
nity?” They did not attend church, 
and it seemed impossible to have a 
personal interview. This friend, in 
prayer about the matter, decided that 
a written message had possibilities, per- 
haps greater than the spoken word in 
her case. Often when there is a con- 
versation between a Christian and an 
unsaved person, the one who should 
be listening in humility states his views 
at such length that it confuses the 
Christian desiring to present the plan 
of salvation, and of course the unsaved 
person’s remarks are entirely value- 
less. But this perplexing state of af- 
fairs may be avoided if the message 
to be presented is sent by mail. On 
the other hand, the one speaking to an 
unsaved person may take it for granted 
that the listener is able to follow his 
line of thought, though the listener 
does not grasp all that is said. If, 
however, the message is written, it 
is possible to read and reread it, per- 
haps digesting it slowly, until the 
thought to be conveyed is understood, 
the thought of one’s need for Christ 
as well as the awfulness of eternity 
without Him. 

Letter writing is an enjoyable min- 
istry, especially when linked with much 
prayer for -God’s blessing on the mes- 
sage and the one to receive it. And, 
in this connection, letters may be sent 
to praying friends and to prayer bands, 
urging them to pray about the letters 
that are to be sent, asking God to guide 
in the writing and to prepare the heart 
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who may be hard and cold, or even an- 
tagonistic. 

It takes holy boldness to send such 
letters, even though it is evident that 
those who will receive the letters are 
plunging headlong toward hell. Many 
today are thrilled with the mad whirl 
of pleasure; others have been relying 
on their superior intellects and feel 
that Christianity is old-fashioned, or 
only for those with limited education. 
These letters are difficult to write, and 
must not be dashed off hurriedly. 
Prayer, even before the pen is taken in 
hand, is necessary—prayer that the 
message may be convincing. How easy 
it is to see the share the Holy Spirit 
has in these momentous undertakings 
—dictating the words, protecting the 
message as it travels to its destination, 
and also seeing to it that it arrives at 
the proper moment when the attention 
is not divided, when there is no con- 
fusion and perhaps even when the 
heart is softened. 

A father who was dying was led to 
accept the Lord a few days before his 
death. In his eagerness for the salva- 
tion of hig daughter, he dictated, though 
with great difficulty, a letter so clear 
and so appealing that her hard heart 
was touched, and she yielded her life ’ 
to the Lord. No letter could touch the 
heart of a child like one from a loving 
father from his deathbed. Is it not 
wonderful that letters, whether written 
by those in rugged health or by those 
soon to leave this world, have their 
place in God’s plan? 

Sometimes those who have been laid 
aside, confined to bed or wheel chair, 
feel that all service for God is past, 
overlooking letter writing, perhaps be- 
cause they do not realize its potential- 
ities. Invalids whose lives seem bar- 
ren may take heart again, discovering 
what may be accomplished by letter 
writing, and cheered immeasurably by 
this fact. The feeling that it is still 
possible to be of service to God and 
man gives one a more normal mental 
outlook, which, in turn, helps the body. 
It is wonderful to know that physical 
handicaps do not need to interfere with 
a fruitful life. 

One Christian has carried on this let- 
ter-writing ministry for many years. 
She must remain at home, but when she 
is notified of sorrow among the mem- 
bers of her church or neighborhood, 
one of her beautiful notes is soon on 
its way to the one in distress. If she 
feels led to write to the unsaved, her 
presentation of the matter is so force- 
ful that it is difficult to resist. Even 
as small an item as handwriting en- 
ters into the beauty of her messages, 
for she was taught to write: when em- 
phasis was placed on the proper forma- 
tion of the letters. Often those who 
receive these notes keep them among 
their rarest treasures. 

Beautifully worded messages are de- 
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Lesson for September 15 


sired by everyone who writes, but even 
though one may feel that he does not 
write letters that are well expressed, 
definite study along this line may help. 
Dr. Jowett, when asked how he ac- 
quired beauty in expressing his 
thoughts, said, “Reading and more read- 
ing of the world’s best literature.” 
Reading and rereading the Bible will 
help one to a marked degree to clothe 
his thoughts with expressive words, It 
may prove helpful, when reading devo- 
tional books, to pick out paragraphs 
that are well worded. Study the sen- 
tences that give fresh and compelling 
ways of expressing thoughts. 

It is also important to guard against 
saying things that would be better left 
unsaid. The following short poem ap- 
peared in THe Sunpay ScuHoo, TIMEs 
many years ago, and surely has been a 
blessing to those who delight in the 
ministry of the written word. 


PRINTED WORDS 
They sometimes prove such potent things 
I'm always half afraid 
Lest mine should darken someone’s day 
Or make his visions fade; 
Should raise in timid faith a doubt; 
Cause careless feet to slip 
Or choose too easy paths. Dear Lord, 
I need thy censorship. 
—Bertha Gerneaux Woods. 

Our Lord is the perfect censor. Let 
Him direct your writing, ahd the mes- 
sages that go out from your pen will 
be what they ought to be, 

These letters also should contain, not 
just the references, but the words of 
Scripture. A Bible may not be at hand 
when the letter is received, and then 
the reference is forgotten. The Word 
of God can comfort as no other word 
can comfort. The Word of God can 
bring conviction of sin as no other 
word can convict. “For the word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword” (Heb, 4:12). 

If a Sunday school teacher, through 
ill] health or for other reasons, is com- 
pelled to give up her class, she may 
follow her scholars year after year, as 
they go out into life, advising, exhort- 
ing, assuring them of her prayers in the 
letters she writes. Such letters are a 
source of inspiration to everyone who 
receives. them. . 

It might be well to pray that more 
letters will go forth with congratula- 
tions to the fortunate, comfort to the 
sorrowing, encouragement to the dis- 
couraged, and with God’s plan of sal- 
vation to Christ rejecters, 

CARLSBAD, CALIF, 


Ballet and Television 
(Continued from second page) 


to talk fluently, or glibly, or, as the 
Oxford Dictionary says, ‘to talk with- 
out much regard to sense or matter; to 
chatter, jabber, prattle,’ derives from 
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the Latin word paternoster.” Then he 
went on to discuss these two words. 
In that same issue the Editor argued 
that it is not good for Christians to 
watch the ballet, giving his reasons for 
his views, and quoting Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull on the theater. But not all that 
is shown on television is produced by 
professional actors and actresses. Many 
telecasts give news, useful informa- 
tion, scenes from nature, interviews 
with prominent persons, and occasion- 
ally show evangelists preaching the 
Gospel. It-is not, therefore, fair to put 
all telecasts in the same class with pro- 
fessional stage and movie shows and 
the ballet. Nor is it right to say that 
we could never have a Christian film, 
a missionary film, for most of the 
movies made and shown by many mis- 
sions today are produced on the field 
and those who take part are actual 
missionaries and nationals. The Edi- 
tor recalls one case where a young mis- 
sionary had died and his part was 
taken in a film by another missionary, 
who was certainly not a professional 
actor. What else could be done in this 
case? It was not a lie—that is, some- 
thing done with intent to deceive—for 
it was well known that the missionary 
represented had died. 

The whole question of television is 
a difficult one, and some Christians will 
not have a set in their homes lest they 
waste money and time and see what 
they ought not to. But so far this 
seems to be a matter for the individ- 
ual’s conscience, since many good and 
interesting things are. still shown on 
television. 

we 


Christmas Is Giving 
By Anobel Armour 


LONG about Christmas time, every- 

one begins to ask, “What do you 
want for Christmas?” In our Sunday 
school class we changed this. Several 
months earlier we begin to say to each 
other, “What do you want to give for 
Christmas?” We begin earlier because 
all of our gifts must be wrapped and 
on their way not later than October. 
By beginning early we have time in 
which to plan—and to save. 

In our class the children are young 
—just seven. But they get quite a bit 
of spending money for candy and ice 
cream. One of them carries a waste- 
basket to the trash burner each week 
for his grandmother. She gives him a 
nickel, Another dries dishes after lunch 
each Saturday. All of them have some 
money, over and above their regular 
Sunday offering. However, we soon 
learned, by talking it over, that in other 
years at the last minute the parents 
had hurried out and bought a gift for 
the children to place in our Christmas- 
giving box. The children really hadn't 
given anything at all. 
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So we decided to make banks and 
Save our money during the months 
before Christmas. Baking powder cans 
proved to be the best size. They were 
covered with red paper. Then the chil- 
dren cut Christmas designs from old 
magazines and pasted these on the cans, 
That was to make them think of Christ- 
mas, ™ 

The parents, of course, were the big- 
gest help in this project. We talked 
about it on Sundays, but they “talked 
it up” every day. A special note was 

(Continued on page 675) 








Hawaiian Islands Growing 
‘in Popularity for Tourists 


ORE visitors, more accommoda- 
tions, more ships, and more 
planes: to Hawaii are in sight, accord- 
ing to the Hawaii Visitors’ Bureau. 
Upwards of 145,000 vacationists are ex- 
pected to visit the tropical capital city 
of Honolulu during the year 1957. In 
line with their expected visit, the 
scope of things to do and see in Hono- 
lulu and in the Islands on the whole 
is being broadened. Sight-seeing, or 
the tourist trade, is the third largest 
industry, only pineapple and sugar ex- 
ceeding it; shopping facilities and 
béautiful hotel accommodations are on 
the increase on all of the major islands. 
The Christian Fellowship Tour, ar- 
ranged by THe Sunpay ScHooL TIMEs, 
in co-operation with the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway Company, is planned for 
the fall season, thus avoiding great 
crowds, and at rates that are under the 
height-of-season costs. The tour last 
fall was very successful. 

Mr. and Mrs, Ernest Nelson of Fort 
Collins, Colo., Tuwes readers who went 
along last year, stated: “We enjoyed 
all the arrangements for our comfort. 
The Hawaiian tour was wonderful and 
we hope to be able to go on more tours 
sponsored in this way.” 

Chicago is the starting place, October 
7, and a fine train trip to Seattle on the 
vista-dome North Coast Limited is a 
good introduction to the days of beau- 
tiful scenic wonders and times of re- 
laxation in store for the party. A flight 
to Honolulu on a Pan American modern 
Douglas DC-7 by day will be long re- 
membered. Then follow wonderful days, 
when the party will stop at the mag- 
nificent Moana and Royal Hawaiian 
Hotels, with trips to Hawaii and Kauai, 
staying overnight on each of these 
islands. There will be sight-seeing and 
some leisure for surf bathing unex- 
celled anywhere. 

After eleven days on the Islands, the 
party returns to the mainland on the 
famous Matson Line flagship, S.S, Lur- 
line, the climax of the trip, to San 
Francisco. A day and a half will be 


(Continued on page 675) 












The Middle East— War Theater of Prophecy 


ERHAPS at no time in modern history has the world’s attention been focused upon the Middle East as in 
recent months. Russia, England, France, and the United States—all are watching this region intently and are 
maneuvering, sometimes behind the scenes and sometimes openly, to strengthen their interests and to cir- 

cumvent the schemes of their rivals. What is the prize that each nation is hoping to win in this area? 


Geographically, the Middle East forms a great land bridge that links three continents—Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. Bible history and profane history alike record that across this bridge have marched the armies of world 
empires of the past— Babylonia, Assyria, Egypt, Persia, Greece, and Rome—and Bible prophecy indicates that 
the Middle East will yet be the scene of a mighty conflict before the Lord Jesus sets up His millennial Kingdom. 


Is the stage now being set for some of the world-shaking events that will characterize the endtime foretold 
in Scripture? Many earnest Bible students believe that this may be occurring. The Sunday School Times has 
asked an outstanding British prophetic teacher, lecturer, and writer to tell its readers something of the causes 
and implications of what has been occurring recently in the Middle East, and what is their relation to prophecy. 


He is Dr. Frederick A. Tatford, Litt.D., Th.D., Editor of The Harvester, a British Christian periodical. He is 
president of Moorlands Bible College, and author of many books, including “Prophecy’s Last Word,” an exposition 
of the Book of the Revelation; and “The Climax of the Ages,” studies in the Book of Daniel. He is associated with 
many evangelical societies in Britain, and, in business, is Director of Contracts of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority, and is actively concerned with atomic development in Britain. 





Dr. Tatford has now written six 
articles that will be published soon 
in THE Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes—begin- 
ning with the issue of September 28. 
Under the titles, 

Recent Events in the Middle East 

Oil in the Middle East 
Future Physical Changes in Palestine 
The Future of the Roman Empire 
The Promised Land in History 
and Prophecy 
The Last Great Battle Before 
the Millennium 


he will discuss such vital and timely 
questions as: 

What three major factors are behind 
all the happenings in the Middle East? 

Why is the Gaza strip a constant 
threat to Israel’s security? 

What would happen if Great Britain 
decided to pay back Egypt in her own 
coin of scrapping agreements? 


What does the Bible have to say 
about oil in Middle East lands? 


Will the oil and mineral treasures in 
the Sinai Peninsula attract covetous 
eyes in the near future? 


What future violent changes in the 
typography of the Holy Land will pre- 
cede the establishment of Christ’s mil- 
lennial Kingdom? 


Will Jerusalem become a wealthy 
seaport? 


How has the Roman Empire, ostensi- 
bly dead, continue to exist? 





To what is the movement for a union 
of European countries leading? 


How do the present boundaries of 
Israel compare with its ancient terri- 
torial limits, and when will God’s cove- 
nant with David be fulfilled? 


What is the strategic importance of 
Is there an alternative to the Suez ee : Megiddo, and what great clash of 
Canal? Frederick A. Tatford, Litt.D., Th.D. powers will yet occur there? 





THs is such an exceptional series of articles that the Editors believe you will not only want to read them yourself 
but that you will want to put them in the hands of pastors, Sunday school superintendents, and teachers of your 
acquaintance. The 13-week, get acquainted subscription plan makes it possible for you to introduce the Times to 
as many as you wish for $1.00 each ($1.10 U.S.A. dollars, in Canada). Why not send a subscription to your pastor 
and to every teacher in your school, or to members of your class? 


For each set of new 13-week delineate as indicated below, you may have, without money cost, one of the 
following books: ‘ 
“The Dawn of the Scarlet Age,’’ studies in the Book of Revelation, by Edgar Ainslie (three new 13-wk. sub- 
scriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada) ; 


** Answers for Inquiring Christians,’’ by Philip E. Howard, Jr. (three new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, 
$1.10 Canada); 


“*The Law of Liberty,’’ by Evan Hopkins (three new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada); 
‘‘Through Gates of Splendor,’’ by Elisabeth Elliot (five new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada). 


The series begins with the September 28 issue of the Times, so you will want to send your subscriptions in 
promptly. Please specify “The Tatford series,” stating plainly which book you desire, and a 


395 N. Thirteenth S. ANE Sunday School Times fompany Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 15. EZEKIEL, PASTOR OF HIS PEOPLE 
Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 24:15-18; 34; printed text, 1:1-3,; 2:1-5, 34:11-16 
Golden Text.—And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and | am your God, saith the Lord God.—Ezek. 34:31 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Ezek. 1:1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in 
the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was 
among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens 
were opened, and I saw visions of God. 

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year 
of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

3 The word of the Lorp came expressly unto Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar; and the hand of the Lorp was there upon him. 

Chap. 2:1 And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon 
thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 

2 And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, 
and set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake 
unto me. 

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled 
against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against 
me, even unto this very day. 

4 For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do 
send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord Gop. 

5 And they, whether they will hear, or whether they 


will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall 
know that there hath been a prophet among them, 

Chap. 34:11 For thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, I, even 
I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 

12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he 
is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my 
sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they 
have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 

13 And I will bring them out from the people, and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them to their own 
land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the 
rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 

14 I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high 
mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they 
lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shal] they feed upon 
the mountains of Israel. 

15 I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord Gon. 

16 I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will 
destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judg- 
ment. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

EREMIAH, Ezekiel, and Daniel were 

contemporaries, all witnessing the 

downfall of their nation. Daniel, 
who was of royal blood, was taken cap- 
tive to Babylon with the first deporta- 
tion ‘by Nebuchadnezzar in the third 
year of Jehoiakim, 605 B.C. Ezekiel 
was in the second group, when King 
Jehoiachin was taken prisoner to Baby- 
lon in 597 B.C.. Jeremiah saw these two 
calamities, and also the final breakup 
of the monarchy in 586 B.C., when Jeru- 
salem was destroyed, King Zedekiah 
and many more taken into cap- 
tivity. He himself, however, remained 
in Jerusalem until he accompanied the 
remnant to Egypt. 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were both of 
the priestly family. It is surely sig- 
nificant that one of these was left to 
minister to the people in Jerusalem 
through al] the days of crisis and trag- 
edy, while the other was taken to 
Babylon, and there exercised his minis- 
try among the captives. As for Daniel, 
his lot was cast among the Gentiles. 
The “times of the Gentiles” began with 
the fall of Judah, and, from his high~ 
position in Babylon, Daniel was made 
the prophet of the Gentile world. 


There is same dispute about “the 
thirtieth year” in Ezekiel 1:1. Many, 
with Hengenstenberg, take it as refer- 
ring to Ezekiel’s age, and with this I 
am quite satisfied. The reference to 
the fourth month and the fifth day of 
the month is no barrier to this very 
simple interpretation. To refer it to the 
Babylonian Era, or to the thirtieth 
year after the finding of the Law in 
the days of Josiah (as some do), is 
to introduce time measures which have 
no place in Scripture. Gaebelein’s 
dogmatic statement, “The thirtieth year 
must be reckoned according to the 
Babylonian Era,” is not supported by 
any reasoning whatsoever. I have 
fqund no satisfactory substitute for the 
simple application of this time notice 
to the age of the prophet, five years 
after the captivity of Jehoiachin, 
marked in Ezekiel’s memory, since he 
was one of the group, 


Verse by Verse 

Ezek, 1:1.—“. . . in the thirtieth year 
. .. among the captives by the river 
of Chebar ... the heavens were opened, 
and I saw the visions of God.” The time 
notice here probably refers to the 
prophet’s age. Chebar was a river of 
Mesopotamia, flowing roughly parallel 
to the Euphrates and then joining the 
Euphrates, .Here was the beginning of 
a series of visions. . 


Verse 2.—“. . . the fifth year of king 
Jehoiachin’s captivity.” This is the 
Same year as that mentioned in verse 
1. The fifth year of Jehoiachin’s cap- 
tivity was the thirtieth of Ezekiel’s 
age, so that Ezekiel was twenty-five 
when he was taken captive. 

Verse 3.—“The word ... came ex- 
pressly ... the hand of the Lord was 
there upon him.” At the very time 
when Ezekiel would have been assum- 
ing full responsibility of the priestly 
office, he became the recipient of the 
Word of the Lord in an unmistakable 
manner. The hand of Jehovah signifies 
His power, which rested on His servant 
for the new task. 

Chap. 2:1.—“, . . stand upon thy feet, 
and I will speak unto thee.” Ezekiel 
had fallen on his face at sight of the 
glory (1:28), but it is not God’s inten- 
tion to keep men on their faces. He 
made us to stand upright, and those 
who humble themselves He will set on 
their feet. 

Verse 2.—“And the spirit entered into 
me... set me upon my feet ...I heard 
him that spake unto'me.” It was not 
in human strength that Ezekiel stood 
before God, but by the empowering of 
the Holy Spirit. This also enabled him 
to hear the words of God. 

Verse 3—*“. . . Son of man, I send 
thee ... to a rebellious nation... 
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unto this very day.” The term, “son of 
man,” is used with great frequency in 
Ezekiel, emphasizing the weakness of 
the instrument as over against the 
power of God who uses him. “Nation” 
is plural in the Hebrew, and so in 
A.S.V., perhaps indicating how wide- 
spread was the rebellion in Israel, in 
generation after generation. 

Verse 4.—“. . . impudent children and 
stiffhearted. . . . Thus saith the Lord 
God.” Impudent is literally “hard- 
browed.” They brazenly looked up 
when they ought to have been hang- 
ing their heads in shame. For these 


people the prophet had a “thus saith’ 


the Lord.” 

Verse 5.—“. . . whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear . 
shall know that there hath been a 
prophet among them.” Ezekiel is not 
promised an immediate response to his 
message, but is assured that the after- 
events will justify his ministry and se- 
cure his recognition by the people. 
Chap. 34:11—*“. .. Behold, I. . . search 
my sheep, and seek them out.” This 
wonderful prediction follows the de- 
nunciation of the false shepherds of 
Israel (vs. 1-10). The Lord Himself 
will be the shepherd of His people, 
searching them out where they have 
been scattered. 

Verse 12.—“‘As a shepherd , . . among 
his sheep that are scattered .. .” Is- 
rael was already partially scattered 
when this was spoken, and was to be 
yet more scattered. The day would be 
more dark and cloudy: before the dawn 
would break. But, however scattered, 
they would not be beyond the searching 
eye of the Shepherd, 


Verse 13.—“I will bring them out... 
gather them .. . bring them to their 
own land ... feed them... .” Here is 
a promise which goes beyond the re- 
turn from Babylon, for it embraces a 
wider dispersion and envisions a com- 
pleter recovery. 


Verse 14—“. .. in a good pasture... 
their fold be... fat pasture ... upon 
the ‘mountains of Israel.” This verse 
foresees the prosperity and abundance 
which will characterize the land of Is- 
rael when God accomplishes His work 
of restoration. The present precarious 
condition of Israel’s national life and 
economy cannot represent the fulfill- 
ment of God’s promise. 

Verse 15.—“I will feed my flock... 
to lie down .. .” Plenty, rest, and 
security are all pictured here, a com- 
bination which Israel does not know at 
the present time. 

Verse 16.—“I will seek that which 
was lost . . . driven away ... broken 
... Sick . . . destroy the fat and the 
strong . . . with judgment!” How sug- 
gestive of the work of Christ, the Good 
Shepherd, now! Only this has to do 


with Israel. God will do exactly what 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. September 8.—Baruch, Faithful 
Secretary 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 22.—Daniel, Steadfast in 
Crises Daniel 1 to 6 








the false shepherds failed to do (v. 4). 
Note the opposite lot assigned for “the 


fat and the strong,” for reasons de-, 


scribed in verses 17-22, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When Ezekiel, the son of Buzi, came 
to the age that would have marked his 
entrance into the full responsibilities 
of the priesthood, he found himself in 
a situation that made the exercise of 
the priesthood impossible. He was a 
prisoner of war, a captive in Babylonia, 
far from the sacred Temple in which 
the priestly functions were carried on. 
He had already been in this unhappy 
situation for five years, but his grief 
must have been deepened as he real- 
ized that he could not fulfill the minis- 
try to which he was born. 

But God had a recompense for this 
godly young priest. As he mourned 
and meditated by the River Chebar, in 
the land of Israel’s captivity, God met 
him. This remarkable encounter Ezek- 
iel describes in four vivid phrases: “the 
heavens were opened”; “I saw visions 
of God”; “the word of the Lord came 
expressly”; “the hand of the Lord was 
there upon him.” He knew that day 
that God had not forgotten him. If he 
could not enter the Holy Place in Je- 
rusalem, God would make the banks 
of the Chebar “a little sanctuary” 
where he could commune with Him. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO were the three great prophets 
of the Captivity period? 
2. Where did these three exercise their 
prophetic ministry? 
3. With what group of captives was 
Ezekiel taken to Babylon? 


4. Where was the Jewish settlement 


in which Ezekiel lived? ; 

5. What would have been’ Ezekiel’s 
vocation had he not been taken captive? 

6. How old was Ezekiel (1) when he 
was taken’ prisoner, (2) when he first 
had visions of God? 

7. In what respects was Ezekiel’s ex- 
perience like that of our Lord at the 
time of His baptism? 

8. In what condition did God say 
Ezekiel would find the exiled Jews? 

9. What was largely responsible for 
the spiritual condition of Israel? 

10. What great message of comfort 
did God send to Israel through Ezekiel? 


(Answers on page 674) 











August 31, 1957 


Such opening of the heavens to the 
soul of a man does not end with that 


man. The moment the Word of the 
Lord comes expressly to a man of God, 
that man is a commissioned man. He 
is a bearer of the Word. He may be 
stunned for a moment with the glory of 
the vision which has burst upon his own 
soul, but he must stand on his feet and 
receive orders. When God speaks, He 
sends; and Ezekiel found himself re- 
signing the priestly ministry for the 
prophetic. It would be no easy task, 
and it would lack the glamor and the 
glitter of the work of the priesthood. 
For it would be exercised among a cap- 
tive people, yet a people whose calam- 
ity had not softened their hearts nor 
induced repentance. Only afterward, 
when all that he predicted came to 
pass, would they acknowledge him as 
a prophet of God. Yet for this stiff- 
necked, hard-browed, rebellious peo- 
ple he would have tender words as 
well as searing, scorching words. They 
had been the victims of bad leadership, 
and been oppressed by false shepherds. 
God’s compassions would not fail, and 
in the end He would rise up as the 
Shepherd of His people, restore them 
to their fold and pastures, bind up their 
wounds, heal their diseases, and make 
them to lie down in plenty, rest, and 
security. For in judgment He remem- 
bers mercy. Such were the comfort- 
able words which Ezekiel had for God's 
scattered flock. God will yet arise, and 
Israel will yet rejoice in the God of 
their salvation. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Vision (Ezek. 1:1-3) 
2. Commission (2:1-5) 
3. Consolation (34: 11-16) 


Topics for Development 

A Parallel. At thirty years of age, 
Ezekiel saw the heavens opened (1:1). 
At thirty years of age, our Lord Jesus, 
coming up out'\of the waters of bap- 
tism, saw the heavens opened unto Him 
(Matt. 3:16). Ezekiel saw “visions of 
God.” Jesus “saw the Spirit of God.” 
Of Ezekiel it is written, “The word of 
the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel” 
(1:3). Of Jesus it is written, “And lo 
a voice from heaven” (Matt. 3:17). We 
read that “the hand of the. Lord was 
. +. . upon” Ezekiel, and of Jesus we 
read, “And - immediately the Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness” (Mark 
1:12). The parallel is surely striking 
between this Old Testament priest rob- 
bed of his priestly privileges, and Him 
who is our great High Priest “after the 
order of Melchisedec.” 

The Shepherd. The figure of the 
shepherd is very often used with refer- 
ence to God in His dealings with His 
people, It would be a delightful project 
to compile all the passages in which 
it appears, Here we shall simply men- 
tion that in -the -Old Testament Jeho- 
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Lesson for September 15 


vah appears as the shepherd of His 
people, Israel. “Shepherd of Israel” is 
His title in Psalm 80. In Isaiah 40:11 
He is briefly depicted in His shepherd 
ministry, but in Ezekiel 34 we have a 
detailed description of His turning to 
His scattered flock, to regather and re- 
store and heal them. In the New Tes- 
tament, the Lord Jesus is the “good 
shepherd” (John 10), giving His life 
for the sheep, going out after the 
“other” sheep, calling them by name and 
giving them eternal life. Happy are we 
if we can take up the opening words 
of Psalm 23 and make them our own: 
“The Lord is my shepherd.” 


Practical Applications 


Like Ezekiel, you may be barred 


from what you had looked forward to 
as your life work, but if you will but 
look to God, you will have His chosen 
ministry, which is better than anything 
you had planned for yourself. 

You can never convey a vision which 
you have not seen; you cannot pass on 
a word of God that you have not heard; 
you cannot go forth in power unless 
the hand of the Lord is upon you. 

God’s “Well done” will not depend 
upon the measure of men’s response to 
our message, but upon the measure of 
our faithfulness in delivering it. 

The true prophet of God does not 
look for recognition now, but is con- 
tent to wait till God vindicates him. 

There is no greater condemnation 
than for false shepherds, who have 
made merchandise of the flock of God, 
seeking their own ends while the sheep 
repine in hunger and sickness. 


Golden Text 

Ezek. 34:31.—“‘And ye my flock ... 
are men, and I am your God .. .” When 
sheep are just sheep, there is sufficient 
reason for a shepherd’s care. God 
cares for the beasts (see Jonah 4:11). 
When the sheep are men, rational be- 
ings created in the image of God, how 
much more will the shepherd heart of 
God go out after them! Let us pray 
for the shepherd heart. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccesTteD HYMNS 
“Ye Servants of God, Your Master 
Proclaim” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 
“Softly and Tenderly” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who dost send us 
pastors and teachers to show us Thy 
Word and call us to trust and obey 
Thee, we thank Thee for this mercy. 
Use this lesson to help us see the duty 
and need of obeying Thee, for it is 
Thou who hast made us, and not we 
ourselves. Incline our -hearts ta obey 
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Thee gladly that we neither dishonor 
Thee nor bring shame and ruin on our- 
selves. and others. Forgive our past 
disobedience and set our feet in the 
way of Thy commandments. Bless our 
pastor, our teachers, and all godly par- 
ents, and use them to turn many to 
Thee. Guide our missionaries and help 
them that they may rejoice in the con- 
version of many. Let the sad find com- 
fort, the sick find help and healing, and 
the destitute have their wants supplied. 
Make us ready channels of Thy kind- 
ness to others and examples of the 
blessedness of trusting and serving 
Jesus Christ. We ask these things in 
His dear name. Amen, 


After the Lesson—It was Ezekiel’s 
work to tell his people what God had 
said—“Thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God.” He was to say, 
“This is what God says,” that they 
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might.live as He requires. And godly 
parents, Sunday school teachers, and 
pastors today have the same work to 
do. They tell us, “This is what God 
Says,” that we may know’ and may 
obey God. 

God told Ezekiel He sent him to a 
rebellious nation, a people set to dis- 
obey God. Yet it was disobeying Him 
that had made them captives in a for- 
eign land. To their forefathers in 
Moses’ time God had said that obeying 
Him would bring them into the land 
He had promised as theirs, but disobe- 
dience would put them out of the land, 
and that very thing had taken place. 

In our time, too, many people are in 
our.jails and many more outside them 
whose lives are wrecked and wretched 
through refusing to obey God. Never 
forget that obeying Him brings bless- 
ing and disobeying brings ruin. Yet, 
even for these people whose rebellion 
had made them displaced persons, God 
still had a loving concern. So He makes 
Ezekiel His messenger to call them 
back to Himself. They still could re- 
pent, be forgiven, and start obeying 
God, and that was their one hope, The 
same is true still. The way of trans- 
gressors proves hardin time, and to 
miss the trouble sin brings, you must 
live by what God says. And if you 
have been rebellious and disobedient, 
your one hope is to make a right-about- 
turn by taking the Lord Jesus as your 
Saviour and obeying Him as your Lord. 


e Cavocary, ALTA., CAN. 
L-3 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“  . . in the thirtieth year ...I saw 

visions of God” (Ezek. 1:1).—The most 
satisfactory comment that I have seen 
on the date mentioned in this verse is 
that made by J. Taylor in his “Readings 
on Ezekiel” (Gospel Book & Tract De- 
pot, 62 Cooper Square, New York 3; 
60c). - 
He writes: “The first date, the thir- 
tieth year, according to a backward 
computation of the reigns of yarious 
kings, alludes to Josiah’s reign, and 
more specifically to the year in which 
he held the Passover—the eighteenth 
year of his reign—and it is evidently 
implied here that Ezekiel] had that in 
mind; a time of revival and prosperity 
amongst the saints.” 

Writing further, Mr. Taylor says: 
“And then the reference to Jehoia- 
chin’s captivity (v. 2), of course, sug- 
gests the adverse side. It is a humili- 
ating thought, reminding us of failure 
and the awful state of the people. 
Those two things are necessary in the 
servant’s soul; the idea of a revival as 
in Josiah’s day, thirty years before, 
and then the sorrowful failure of his 
fathily; for Jehoiachin, a grandson of 
Josiah, is here referred to as in cap- 
tivity, having been captive for five 
years when this vision was seen by 
Ezekiel.” 

A leader, when confronted with a 
cold, barren, and rebellious people, 
does well to recall the great revivals of 
the past, for God can cause such re- 
vivals to recur. He can do it even 
though some outstanding personalities 
are in captivity to the spirit of the age! 

When rebellious Jerusalem ceased to 
be the center of influence for God, the 
heavens were opened, and the Lord took 
over directly, so to speak. Sce also 
Matthew 3:16; Acts 7:54-56. 


“The ‘word of the Lord came ezx- 
pressly unto Ezekiel .. .” ‘(Ezek. 1:3). 
—The word of the Lord and the hand of 
the Lord are in this verse, and both 
are in relation to Ezekiel. (His name in 
Hebrew means “God will strengthen.”) 

Dr. Ironside suggested that Ezekiel’s 
ordination is expressed in the words, 
“The hand of the Lord was ... upon 
me” (3:14). And he added, “How 
blessed when His hands are laid on any 
man, and thus one is divinely called 
to represent God in a\.world that has 
turned away from Him. Happy is he 
who today can say in truth, 


Christ, the Son of God, hath sent me 
Through the midnight lands; 
Mine the mighty ordination 
Of the piercéd hands. 
—C. P. C. 


Be that as it may, the hand of the 
Lord also strengthened Ezekiel for all 
the strange and difficult trials he was 
to experience! To translate the verse 
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into New Testament language, it would 
be, “I can do all things through Christ 
which [or who] strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). 

When Martin Luther was in the 
throes of the Reformation and the Pope 
was trying to bring him back to the 
Catholic Church, he sent a cardinal to 
deal with Luther and offer him gold. 
The cardinal wrote to the Pope, “The 
fool does not love gold.” The cardinal, 
when he could not convince Luther, 
said to him, “What do you think the 
Pope cares for the opinion of a Ger- 
man boor? The Pope’s little finger is 
stronger than all Germany. Do you 
expect your princes to take up arms 
and defend you—you, a wretched worm 
like you? I tell you, No. And where 
will you be then?” Luther’s reply was 
simple: “Where I am now. In the 
hands of Almighty God.” 


. . . Son of man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel . . .” (Ezek. 2:3).— 
After Ezekiel had seen “the likeness of 
the throne” and “the likeness as the 
appearance of a man above upon it,” 
which is a representation of Christ in 
His regal splendor and majesty, he fell 
upon his face in humility and rever- 
ence. 

His understanding of the vision—“the 
likeness of the glory of the Lord”’— 
prepared Ezekiel for the service of the 
Lord. He was told to stand upon his 
feet; and the Spirit entered into him, 
and he was commissioned to go to a 
rebellious, impudent, and hard-hearted 
people. And, sad as it might make 
Ezekiel feel to go to such a people, he 
went! 

Dr. J. H. Jowett said he saw seventy 
Salvation Army officers receive their 
commission for foreign service. Not 
one of them had any idea where the 
command would send him—whether to 
Africa or India or' Brazil or to a 
crowded city in Japan. When each man 
received his commission, he welcomed 
it with a salute! 


“And ye my flock... are men, and I 
am your God” (Ezek. 34:31).—To begin 
with we were like sheep—each one go- 
ing his own way—but “the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Upon 
believing, we were forgiven and in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit and commis- 
sioned to be witnesses for Him. We 
are part of the good, great, and chief 
Shepherd’s one flock! Praise His name! 

Wawona, CaLir. 

+ 4 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, there is one thing very 
precious about the prophets—both 
major and minor prophets—and that is: 
while they are very severe in denounc- 
ing the sins of God’s people and pro- 
nouncing judgment against them -with 
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awful punishment, yet each prophet, 
before he closes his message, tells of 
God's great love for His people and His 
marvelous grace to forgive them when 
they repent and confess. It is God, 
Himself, speaking through His servants 
in no uncertain terms to let them know 
He loves them with an everlasting and 
unchanging love. 

Your parents may scold you when 
you do wrong, but it is not because 
they do not love you, or that they get 
any pleasure out of it; itis for your 
good and it is because they love you. 
Well do I remember how that keen 
switch in Mother’s hand would sting 
my bare legs; but when she saw I was 
sorry she would lay the switch aside 
and fold me close to her heart, while 
she gently rubbed the places where the 
switch had stung. That was always to 
me a sweet and comforting moment. I 
had a younger brother who was “a 
case” and always getting into mischief. 
Many times I’ve heard my mother say, 
“Go see what Edward is doing and ‘tell 
him I say to stop it at once—bless his 
little heart!” That last word told the 
story of a mother’s love. 

And these last words of the prophets 
tell the story of God’s undying love for 
His children. “Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. For he knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust” (Psa, 103:13, 14). Here in to- 
day’s lesson the Prophet Ezekiel brings 
God’s severe rebuke to Israel whom 
God calls “a rebellious nation that hath 
rebelled against me. . . . For they are 
impudent children and stiffhearted. . . . 
and thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God .. . for they are a 
rebellious house . . . be not afraid of 
them, neither be afraid of their words 
. . - nor be dismayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious house . < .” 
And Ezekiel proceeds to tell them how 
grievously they have sinned. But turn 
the pages to the 34th chapter contain- 
ing the closing verses of our lesson 
text: “For thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I, even I, will both search my 
sheep, and seek them out. As a shep- 
herd seeketh out his flock ... so will 
I seek out my sheep, and will deliver 
them out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark 
day. And I will bring them out from 
the people, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them to their 
own land, and feed them upon the 
mountains of Israel by the rivers . 

I will feed them in a good pasture... 
I will feed my flock .. . saith the Lord 
God .. . and will bind up that which 


was broken, and will strengthen that * 


which was sick . 

You see, fellows, while God is just 
and holy and cannot look upon sin 
(Hab, 1:13); yet at the same time He 
is our tender, gracious, loving Heavenly 
Father, and we have everything to gain 
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and nothing to lose by trusting Him. 
And to serve Him faithfully gives satis- 
factions that nothing else in the world 
can afford. 

Are you going around with a guilty 
conscience? Boy, that is misery! Just 
get down on your knees and tell God 
you are sorry, and ask Him to help you 
straighten out. You will find that He 
will gently stroke the place where it 
hurts and there will come the thrill of 
a new life in your heart. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
tS 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will copy and learn 
the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth 
commandments. On which “stone tab- 
let” do they belong? (Man’s Duty to 
His Fellow Man.) Right. 
Now let us say the first two com- 
mandments from memory, But the peo- 
ple of Israel disobeyed these words 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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again and again. They copied the idol 
worship of the surrounding nations so 
completely that their witness to the 
After 
warning them many times by His faith- 
ful prophets, He at last sent Israel in 
captivity to Assyria. 

Last Sunday, as we read of Baruch, 
we learned of Jeremiah’s prophecy that 
Judah also would go into captivity. 
This was fulfilled. God sent Judah in 
captivity to Babylon, the fountainhead 
of idol worship. In the seventy years 
they spent there, the Jews learned to 
hate idolatry. But that is getting ahead 
of our story. 

Today we will read about Ezekiel, a 
young priest who was taken to Baby- 
lon by Nebuchadnezzar, in the second 
group of prisoners. Read Ezekiel 1:1-3. 
Before this happened, Ezekiel, a de- 
scendant of Aaron, had looked forward 
to divine service in Solomon’s beauti- 
ful Temple. So to be carried to Baby- 
lon, where he could never perform any 
priestly duties for his people, was a 
terrible blow. God had said that sac- 
rifices could be offered only in Jeru- 
salem, Because the Jewish priests 
could not officiate in the Temple before 
they were thirty, it has been thought 
that Ezekiel’s mention of the thirtieth 
year, as fhe date when the word of the 
Lord first came to him, means that he 
was thirty years old. He would then be 
old enough to begin the high office for 
which he had been trained all his life. 
Instead’ he was torn away from Jeru- 
salem, never to serve the Lord as he 
had expected. But here in Chaldea, God 
gave him wonderful visions and made 
him a prophet. 

Now read Ezekiel 2:1-5 to find out 
what Ezekiel’s life work is to be. 
Though he cannot serve as priest, he 
can and must speak for God. Can you 
picture this scene: Ezekiel standing 
reverently listening while God told him 
that he was to be His messenger to 
the other captives? Jeremiah was giv- 
ing God’s messages to the Jews still 
in Jerusalem, but Ezekiel was to proph- 
esy to those already in captivity. The 
Lord told Ezekiel, just as He had told 
Jeremiah earlier, that He was not call- 
ing him to an easy job. Most of his 
fellow captives would hate and perse- 
cute him for his unwelcome messages. 
They were most unhappy to be pris- 
oners in a strange land, and he was to 
tell them that their captivity was pun- 
ishment for their sins. How would 
they feel? (Angry.) But they had to 
be told that many times, for their only 
hope was in repentance. 

Turn to Ezekiel 18:20-30. Here we 
have part of one sermon God gave 
Ezekiel to deliver. You can see it is 
a solemn warning of punishment for 
sins. Ezekiel used object lessons and 
parables, whatever the Lord told him 
to do, and he faithfully deseribed the 
visions he was given. In one vision 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


God took him in spirit to Jerusalem 
and showed him the horrible idolatry 
going on in His holy Temple. God 
told Ezekiel to prophesy the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and all that he said 
about this came to pass within six 
years. Then the Jews had to realize 
that Ezekiel was a true prophet of God, 
whether they liked his messages or not. 

But the Book of Ezekiel is not only 
about Judah’s sins and God’s judgment 
upon them, though the first twenty- 
four chapters are. Chapters 25 to 32 
foretell the punishment of the enemy 
nations surrounding Israel. In chap- 
ter 33 Ezekiel’s commission is renewed, 
and after that there are many prom- 
ises about Israel’s future restoration. 
Let us read chapter 34:11-16 to see how 
tenderly God will yet care for His 
Chosen People. Next read chapter 39: 
23-29. How these words must have 
comforted the captives who believed 
God! The same God who had sent them 
into captivity for their sins would 
surely deliver them and take them back 
into their own land to dwell safely. 

Ezekiel’s life was sorrowful, like that 
of Jeremiah, although their trials were 
different. Jeremiah stayed in Jerusa- 
lem till it was destroyed, but he was 
often imprisoned. Ezekiel was not im- 
prisoned, but was forced to live in a 
foreign land. Jeremiah was commanded 
to remain single. Ezekiel was allowed 
to marry, but his wife died and he was 
left a widower. In spite of painful cir- 
cumstances, these prophets were hap- 
pier than the ungodly people around 
them, because they had the Lord’s 
presence and protection. Some day we 
will see them receive rewards so great 
that all they suffered here on earth will 
seem small in comparison! 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Pastor of His People 
(Ezek. 1:3; 2:3-5, 7; 34:11-13, 30) 

6“ OD must have loved common peo- 
ple, because He made so many 
of them,” Abraham Lincoln is reported 
to have said. Our Bible album shows 
people busy at common tasks. Can 
you tell whose name should be put 
under each picture: A man hidden be- 
hind a wine press is pounding grain 
with a stick. A young woman is bend- 
ing in a grain field, picking up loose 
straws of grain. A mother is spinning 
wool to make a new robe for her son 
who works in the Tabernacle. A shep- 
herd is picking wild figs while his 
sheep graze. A man writes column 

after column as a prophet dictates. 
Besides people who do common work 
(though no work is really common, for 
did not our Memory Verse say, “And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
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the Lord”?—Cel., 3:23) there are others 
who are trained for the Lord’s work 
from their childhood. There was Ezek- 
iel His father, his grandfather, and 
all his family before him, way back 
nine hundred years to Moses’ and 
Miriam’s brother Aaron, had been 
priests. As a boy, Ezekiel must have 
dreamed of the time when he could 
wear the linen clothes of a priest, go 
into the holy Temple to sprinkle at 
the foot of the altar the blood of the 
lamb that would take away the sin of 
his people, or carry the burning coals 
and incense to the golden altar before 
the Lord as prayer was made. 

Instead of standing in the Temple of 
God, our first Bible picture of Ezekiel 
shows him beside a river, or large 
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canal, not a priest but a—find the word 
in Ezekiel 1:1. A prisoner instead of a 
priest! What had happened? You re- 
member King Jehoiakim cut up and 
burned the Word of God that Baruch 
wrote. But King Nebuchadnezzar 
came, just as the roll said, and cap- 
tured the city. He came again when 
Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin was king. 
This time Nebuchadnezzar marched the 
king, his relatives and officers, all the 
leading men and soldiers—ten thousand 
of them—far, far away to Babylon, In 
the dusty line of captives was Ezekiel 
the priest, who was never’ to stand 
again in the Temple he loved, never 
to lead his people in worship of God. 

Here in Babylon, far from the Tem- 
ple, God still needed someone to lead 
His people, someone to warn them of 
their sins, someone to comfort them 
with God’s promises of good, some- 
one to show them God was right 
there in that land. So, as. Ezekiel stood 
by the Chebar River, “the heavens 
were opened,” and Ezekiel saw visions 
of God. You will read some of God’s 
messages through Ezekiel. You will 
see what still went on in Jerusalem 
among the folks who were left there, 
and how the city was again captured, 
and completely ruined this time. 


E nemy captive (2 Kings 24:11-17; Ezek. 


1:1-3) 

Zoo worship—a vision (Ezek. 8:1-12, 
17, 18) 

E veryone suffers for his own sin (18: 
19-24) 


K ing of glory comes (1:4 to 2:7) 

I srael’s watchman (3: 16-21) 

E nd of Jerusalem acted out (12:1-15; 
2 Kings 25: 1-11) 

L ost sheep, safe at last (Ezek. 34:11- 
16, 30, 31) 

Ezekiel has a beautiful picture of God 
for his homesick, discouraged people, 
a picture of the Good Shepherd, (Read 
Ezek. 34:11-16d.) Many would not lis- 
ten to Ezekiel or believe God’s words. 
Do you? Do you keep His Day 
and honor the church as His temple? 
“Blessed is ‘the nation whose God is 
the Lord” (Psa. 33:12, Memory Verse). 

Shall we make our picture of Ezekiel 
standing by the river, looking up at a 
dark cloud with fiery glory showing 
through? 

Orono, MAINE. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Affairs of State in God’s Hands.—I 


am your God (Ezek. 34:31, Golden 
Text). Sir Robert Peel was found one 


day by a friend, praying over a bundle 
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of letters. His friend apologized for 
disturbing him in his private devotions. 
“No,” said Peel, “these are my public 
devotions. I was just giving the affairs 
of state into the hands of God, for I 
cannot manage them myself.”—From 
the S.S. Teacher. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Booth, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Value of Affliction—As I was 
among the captives by the river of Che- 
bar, .. . the heavens were opened, and 
I saw visions of God (Ezek, 1:1). There 
is no commentator of the Scriptures 
half so valuable as a captivity. The man 
who has seen much affliction will not 
readily part with his copy of the Word 
of God. Another book may seem to 
others to be identical with his own; 
but it is not the same to him, for over 
his old and tear-stained Bible he has 
written, in characters which are visible 
to no eyes but his own, the record of 
his experiences, and ever and anon he 
comes on Bethel pillars or Elim palms, 
which are to him the memorial of some 
critical chapter in his history. If we 
are to receive benefit from our captiv- 
ity we must accept the situation and 
turn it to the best possible account. 
The bond is only tightened by our 
stretching it to the uttermost. The 
high-mettled animal that is restive in 
the yoke only galls his shoulders; and 
everyone will understand the difference 
between the restless starling of which 
Sterne has written, breaking its wings 
against the bars of the cage, and cry- 
ing, “I can’t get out, I can’t get out,” 
and the docile canary that sits upon its 
perch and sings as if it would outrival 
the lark soaring to heaven’s gate. No 
calamity can be to us an unmixed evil 
if we carry it in direct and fervent 
prayer to God, for even as one in tak- 
ing shelter from the rain beneath a tree 
may find on its branches fruit which 
he looked not for, so we, in fleeing for 
refuge beneath the shadow of God’s 
wing, will always find more in God 
than we had seen or known before.— 
From William Taylor, in Streams in 
the Desert. Sent by Mrs. A. E, Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


When God Speaks—And he said 
unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy 
feet, and I will speak unto thee (Ezek. 
2:1). 

Speak to us, Lord, until our hearts are 

melted, 
To share in Thy compassion for the lost; 

Till our souls throb with burning inter- 


cession, P 
That they shall know Thy name whate’er 
the cost. 
Speak to us, Lord, till shamed with Thy 
great giving, 
Our hands unclasp to set our treasures 
free, 
Our will, our love, our dear ones, our 
possessions, 
All gladly yielded, gracious Lord, to 
Thee, 


Author unknown. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 








August 31, 1957 





Man’s Impudence.—For they are im- 
pudent children and stiffhearted (Ezek. 
2:4). Metternich, the Austrian ambas- 
sador, was pleading with Napoleon to 
spare his 200,000 young men. “Metter- 
nich, you are no soldier. You have 
never learned to despise human life. 
What are 200,000 men to me? Human 
life be damned.” Then did Napoleon 
harden himself in order to gratify his 
own vainglorious ambition. The Duke 
of Reichstadt echoed the. words of 
Napoleon: “What do I care for a base 
action if it leads to success?” And he 
was heard to say, “If God gave me to 
address Him, I should ask Him to de- 
scend from His throne, and let me oc- 
cupy it."—From the Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichtnopoly, S. India. 


Needy, but Unresponsive—Whether 
they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, .. . yet shall know that there 
hath been a prophet among them (Ezek. 
2:5). Aminister on taking a new church 
was very highly complimented on his first 
sermon. A number of people told him 
it was just what that congregation 
needed. The next Sunday he preached 
well again, but the congregation was 
greatly puzzled because it was the 
same sermon as before. The third 
Sunday, when the same sermon was 
preached. again, the session waited on 
him for an explanation. He said: “Why, 
yes, it is the same sermon; you told 
me the first Sunday how much you 
needed just that, and I watched all 
week for some change in your lives, 
but there was none, so I preached it 
again. I watched all next week; still 
no change; and I don’t see any yet. 
Don’t you think I’d better prepare to 
preach it again next Sunday?”—From 
W. L. Lingle, in Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. E. Levéngood, Dayton, Tenn. 


He Only Needs To Speak.—For . thus 
saith the Lord ...1... will (Ezek. 34: 
11). When looking to God for deliv- 
erance of any kind, we are prone to 
try to discover what material He has 
on hand to work on in coming to our 
relief. It is so human to look for some- 
thing in sight that will help the Lord 
out. Just think a moment: it is not 
at all necessary for God to have any 
relief on hand. He does not need any- 
thing to begin on. “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” 
What did He make them out of? Noth- 
ing, absolutely nothing. Pretty satis- 
factory earth to be made of nothing, 
eh? Remember—not a scrap of any- 
thing was used to make it. “He... 
hangeth the earth upon nothing.” It 
hangs all right, doesn’t it? Very well, 


then, a God who can make an earth, 
a sun, a moon, and stars out of nothing 
can supply all your needs whether He 
has anything to work with or not. 
Wonderful, isn’t it? Trust Him, He 
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What Does the Times Publish? 





Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would 
be of help to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 
we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION us and currently carried in stock. 





articles in the Times and were reprinted in 
may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. 


Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 

A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention,” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 

A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the Times. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. " 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,” which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages, 50 cents. \ 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 


Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 


Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God's Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 





Most of these were originally published as 
individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 


All prices given include postage. 


PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science, By 
May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for sig; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 


Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred.* 


Perils of the Victorious 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 


The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents tach; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


The Role of the Sunddy School. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Life. By 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 


Many are disturbed about the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Soon after 
its publication, THe Sunpay Scnoot ‘Times 
published two reviews of it. These met with 
such favor among our readers and others 
that they were reprinted. The reviews were 
written by two outstanding students of He- 
brew and Greek. Dr. Young, at the time, 
was professor of Semitic Languages, Litera- 
ture, and History at Shelton College, Ring- 
wood, N. J. (he is now dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary 
at Northwestern College, Minneapolis); Dr. 
Buswell, at the time, was president. of 
Shelton College and professor of Philoso- 
phy and Theology. (He is now Dean of 
the Graduate School of Covenant College.) 
10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the Times under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 

Believer's Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


By J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the 


This reprint of Mr. Hoover's article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 


sheet 8%x1l inches. 


There is ample white space on the reverse side for 


churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 


$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 

A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1958. 
20 cents each; $2 a dozen; $16 per hundred. 


Index. 
The eight-page Trmes Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder, Indexes are avail- 


able for the years 1940 to 1956, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each, 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Truss in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for. one complete year. $1.50 each. 
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will see you through—From a tract, 
“He Can.” Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


When You Are Tired.—I will cause 
them to lie down, saith the Lord God 
(Ezek. 34:15). A mother was teaching 
her children the meaning of the 
Twenty-third Psalm. She told them 
how the good shepherd cares for the 
little lambs. Impetuous Mamie, eager 
to speak her one thought, said, “Yes, 
and he drives away the lions and the 
bears.” “Yes,” said thoughtful Tiny, 
“and he carries them uphill when they 
are tired.” The words went to the 
mother’s heart with a strength and 
sweetness of which the little speaker 
did not dream, and often after thrilled 
her tired heart like the echo of an 
angel’s song. It was in fulfillment of 
this promise that Jesus stretched out 
His hands to the weary laborers, re- 
turning from their toil at evening time, 
and called, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.”"—From United Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 

w 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


oF ’M GOING to be a preacher,” Harry 
announced, 

It was Sunday night. Harry, his 
older brother, his sister, his mother and 
father had just completed their family 
“ehurch” service. It so happened that 
they belonged to a church that did not 
have a meeting on Sunday night. That 
was why the family had their own 


‘ service around the fireplace. They al- 
ways had singing, prayer, Scripture 
reading, and a “sermon.” They had, in 


fact, everything as much like regular 
church as possible—except there was no 
offering! The sermon, you _ should 
know, was preached always by one of 
the children. Just-your-age Harry was 
the youngest and this had been his 
night to preach. It was after the amen 
of the benediction that Harry made his 
announcement, “I’m going to be a 
preacher.” 

“Harry and I will raid the icebox a 
little later,” his father said. “You folks 
go ahead while we talk, will you?” 

Harry always enjoyed the man-to- 
man talks with his dad. “My father 
was a preacher,” he began, “so I am 
especially interested in what you had 
to say. Nothing would make me hap- 
pier than to have a preacher son. 
But tell me, why do you want to be a 
preacher?” 

“People always listen to me when I 
get up and speak. I’m going to wear 
a lomg black robe; just like the kind * 
our minister wears. Besides, I think 
it’s fun to preach.” Harry was earnest. 
“I want to tell you something that 
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I want you always to remember,” 
Harry’s dad began. “There are good 
preachers and there are preachers 
who do not preach well. There is 
much more to being a preacher than 
simply having people listen to you (for 
people listen to some who do not 
preach the truth), wearing a black 
robe, and having fun while one 
preaches. Let me tell you about a 
preacher who lived in the long, long 
ago. j 

“His name was Ezekiel. He was 
older than most men when God called 
him to be a preacher (Ezek, 1:3). And 
did you notice, Harry, that I said ‘God 
called him to be a preacher’? That is 
the thing which is most impertant. You 
must be called by God to preach. 
Sometime—it may be in the day or in 
the night—when you are walking very 
close to Him, God will talk to you and 
you will know that He wants you to 
preach. First, you must be called. 
Later God will tell you exactly what 
He wants you fo do. He did that to 
Ezekiel. Here, let us read about it in 
his book (Ezek. 2:3, 4, 7).” 

Harry followed the words as his dad 
read them. “What Ezekiel is saying is 
that nothing he said or would have 
said amounted to anything until God’s 
Holy Spirit had control of him. Never 
forget this: those men whom God calls 
to preach must be wholly given over to 
the Lord, and they must be willing 
to do what He wants, wanting no credit 
or glory for themselves. It was not 
an ‘easy thing for Ezekiel to learn 
that God was sending him to His chosen 
people—people who did not want to 
hear God’s message (2:3, 4, 7). Not 
only were they opposed to God, they 
were proud—and you know how God 
hates pride! If anything could be 
worse than the sin of pride, it is the 
sin of not worshiping the true and liv- 
ing God of Heaven. That is the way 
God’s people were—and it was to those 
people that God sent Preacher Ezekiel. 

“If I were their preacher, I'd tell 
them something!” Harry exclaimed. 
“And if they ‘wouldn’t listen to me, I'd 


.go preach in some other church!” 


“That, Harry, is something that would 
displease God a great deal. When God 
calls us to preach at a certain place, 
we must not care how people treat us. 
It is our business always to be Christ- 
like, so that people seeing us will see 
the Lord Jesus living in us. But never* 
once dare we depart from giving God’s 
message. No matter if people hate us 
for giving them the true Word of God, 
we must live and speak and act to 
please Him. It may mean the loss of 
many friends. As hard as that would 
be, we must remain true to God. Only 
if you are truly called of God to 
preach, can you do that, Harry. For 
if He calls you, He will help you to 
do what He asks. God does His work 


through men whom He calls (34:11-13), 
And I'll be happy if He calls. you, Son,” 


LANCASTER, Pa, , 


4 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are off page 668) 


1, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 

2. Jeremiah mostly in Jerusalem, 
Ezekiel among the captives, and Daniel 
in Babylon. 

3. The second group, 
with Jehoiachin the king. 

4. By the River Chebar. 

5. Priest. 

6. (1) Twenty-five, (2) thirty. 

7. The opened heaven, the vision of 
God, the express word, the compelling 
power of the Spirit (see Topics for 
Development). 

8. Hard-browed and stiff-necked, ada- 
mant to the Word of God. 

9. Unfaithful shepherds—ungodly 
leaders, + 

10. That he would be their Shepherd 
gathering, restoring, and healing them. 
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taken along 


vw 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphiay3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Boxes, Bottles, and Books at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. By Robert T. 
Ketcham, D.D, (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; 25 cents, paper.) Many Scriptural 
messages of guidance and comfort have 
been inspired by a study of the Tab- 
ernacle in the Wilderness, one of the 
principal furnishings of which was the 
candlestick of beaten gold. This golden 
lampstand (Exod. 26) is a_ beautiful 
type of the Lord Jesus Christ, Himself 
the source of light for the priestly min- 
istry. A brief study of “his branches” 
typifies the union of Christ and the 
believer. The wicks burn brightly by 
being kept snuffed or trimmed, and the 
golden snuffboxes, or snuffdishes, are 
held with the “bottle for tears” (Psa. 
56:8), and the “book of remembrance” 
(Mal. 5:16) to be revealed at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. 


Protestant Biblical Interpretation. By 
Bernard Ramm, B.D., Ph.D. (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Boston 16; $3.75.) In this 
completely revised edition, the author 
has included an adequate and illumi- 
nating history of Biblical interpretation, 
a survey of the generally accepted rules 
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of historico-grammatical exegesis, and 
a discussion of many disputed princi- 
ples and difficult passages, with his own 
suggestions’ as to their solution. The 
volume is conservative—it expounds 
the Bible with inerrancy as its presup- 
position; it is premillennial, but di- 
verges at many points from dispensa- 
tionalism; it has its roots in the past, 
and yet it eschews a merely traditional 
attitude toward the Scriptures. If one 
is looking for a textbook in hermeneu- 
tics, one will find in this volume what 


_is desired. Three indices assist in mak- 


ing the material handy; bibliographies 
at the end of the chapters point the 
way to further and deeper study. The 
outlining of each chapter makes for 
clarity and interest. It is a good book 
on a very important subject, 


Family Altar Readings. By R. P. 
Haakonson. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$3.50.) Since Pastor Haakonson himself 
has a quiver full of children, he is able 
to understand the great need for a fam- 
ily worship plan that will really capture 
little squirmers’ interest and attention. 
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Dating each page for a day in the year, 
he begins with a Scripture text printed 
in full. Usually then he plunges at 
once into an illustration story suited to 
all ages. Following this, the .truth to 
be taught is not only explained but 
applied to everyday life, often imme- 
diate decisions being called for. Lastly 
a brief prayer is given and a stanza or 
two of some appropriate hymn. New 
Year’s Day, January first, sets the pat- 
tern for the whole book. And Romans 
1:16 is the text chosen. The window 
story features a boy who, on a lone Pull- 
man journey, read his Bible and prayed 
as soon as the porter had made up his 
bed. Two businessmen who witnessed 
the scene were so moved that a min- 
ister sitting near by was able to lead 
both men to Christ that night. “But 
it was the boy who really caught these 
fish,” he said. After the appeal and a 
prayer for help in courageous witness- 
ing, the song suggested is “Ashamed of 
Jesus.” Here is an excellent gift for 
parents of young children, or for those 
whose little chairs are now empty. 


Hawaiian Tour 
(Continued from page 665) 


spent there, allowing the party to see 
much of this fascinating city. After 
the voyage of four and one-half days 
on the Lurline, a daylight trip through 
California to Los Angeles will fit in 
beautifully. In Los Angeles the party 
will stay at the fine Biltmore Hotel, 
and have some comprehensive tours of 
this great’ Western metropolis. The 
party returns through Arizona, New 
Mexico, and Colorado, arriving in Chi- 
cago November 1, 

An attractive folder, giving rates and 
all detailed information, may be had by 
writing to Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Execu- 
tive Vice-President and Secretary of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr, and 
Mrs. Jaeger will be with the party 
throughout the entire tour, 


Christmas Is Giving 
(Continued from page 665) 


sent to each parent, asking that a spe- 
cial shopping venture be carried out, 
using money from the child’s Christ- 
mas bank, and that the child be given 
a real part in selecting the gift. As 
the gifts were brought in to Sunday 
school, they were placed on the altar. 
All of our gifts that year went to Li- 
beria, 

It was a long time before we heard 
from them. But there wasn’t ‘a child 
who didn’t think about and talk about 
a friend in Liberia. Then, at last, we 
received a picture of the children in 
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the mission school. These didn’t seem 
like children who lived half across the 
world. They seemed like next-door 
neighbors, for hadn’t we saved our 
money, in our Christmas banks, to buy 
their gifts? 

Try Christmas banks early in the 
fall or even in the summer, if you 
want a child to learn that Christmas is 
giving. As one little boy summed it 
up, “We gave the gifts to our friends 
in Liberia because God gave the Baby 
Jesus to us.” And already we are be- 
ginning to ask again, “What do you 
want to give for Christmas?” 

STATESVILLE, N. C. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 15 


3. Rejoice—I Have Found My Sheep 
(Luke 15:1-7) 

Topics are copyrighted by. the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ID you ever hear anyone tell a 
child that, if he did this or that, 
God would not love him? Thus in the 
child’s mind was planted the mistaken 
idea that God loves only those who are 
good. Even young people and adults 
sometimes get this idea, believing that 
they have sinned so deeply or strayed 
so far that God does not love them and 
will not forgive them. The Parable of 
the Lost Sheep, which is the subject 
for this week’s meeting—the third in 
the series of four “Parables of Chal- 
lenge”—should help us to see that God 
loves us no: matter what we do, be- 
cause He is God and because He is 
love. He does not love our sin and 
wrongdoing, and, because He is holy 
and just, He must bring into our lives, 
when we sin, circumstances and correc- 
tion and discipline that will, if possible, 
bring us t6 our senses and cause us to 
forsake our sins and to love and trust 
Him. But His love for us never ceases, 
even though He must use stern and 
severe methods to reach us. 
ve 
The setting of the parable in Luke 
15 shows us that the Lord spoke it in 
reply to the insinuations and murmur- 
ings of the scribes and Pharisees be- 
cause, as they said, “This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them” (v, 2). 
- 4 
Three meanings of the parable may be 
seen: (1) the literal meaning to those 
to whom it was spoken, particularly 
the scribes and» Pharisees; (2) the fig- 
urative meaning to godly Jews and to 
Christians concerning God’s dealings 
with the sheep, as representing God's 
Chosen People, the Jews; (3) the fig- 
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urative meaning to all believers con- 
cerning God’s love for the lost sinner 
and His joy over his repentance. 


In thinking of the literal meaning 
to the scribes and Pharisees whose 
murmurings and insinuations the Lord 
answered by the parable, we should 
note the sharp contrast between their 
lack of love and their cold unconcern 
for the sinners of their day among their 
own people, and the shepherd's con- 
cern for the one lost sheep, the pains 
to which he went to rescue it, and the 
joy expressed when he had found it. 


The second meaning concerning God’s 
dealing with His Chosen People, the 
Jews, should help us to see God’s faith- 
fulness in seeking out “the lost house 
of Israel” that had gone astray. Read 
Matthew 15:21-28 in this connection, 
Although He was soon to die for the 
sins of the whole world, Christ came 
as Messiah to Israel, the people through 
whom, in faithfulness to His promise 
to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), all .nations 
of the earth were to be blessed. Israel 
had miserably failed God in the mis- 
sion for which He had Chosen her. She 
had turned away from His plan and 
soon was to reject and kill the Good 
Shepherd who came to seek her out 
and bring her back to God. 


bd 

In the fhird meaning of the Parable 
of the Lost Sheep, we see the message 
for us today. It is a message of God’s 
love for the individual. The ninety- 
nine sheep safe in the fold did not 
lessen the shepherd’s concern for the 
one that was lost. We must not read 
into the parable any suggestion that 
the ‘shepherd did not love those that 
were safe as much as he did the one 
that was lost. His love and shepherd- 
ing care had brought them safely home, 
but he could not rest as long as one 
was missing. Notice the tender care 
with which the lost one was placed on 
the shepherd’s shoulders for the home 
journey, and the joy with which it was 
brought in. The Lord Jesus and God 
the Father do everything that God can 
do to bring in those who are lost. Only 
the unwillingness of the sheep to be 
saved can keep them from the shep- 
herd’s care. 

v4 


In Philippians 2:5-11, we are urged to 
have the same mind that was in the 
Lord Jesus. He humbled Himself even 
to the death of the cross to gave us, 
“for the joy that was set before him” 
(Heb. 12:1, 2). We cannot die for the 
sins of the world as He did, but we 
can. yield ourselves completely to Him 
and let Him use us to seek out those 
who do not know Him and to tell them 
of the One who died for them so that 
they may be brought to the Father’s 








house. Will you ask God to deliver 
you from any indifference such as the 
Pharisees had, and to give you a real 
love and concern for the Tost sheep and 
use you, under His direction, to find 
them? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sundsy School Lesson Committee. 


‘September 9 to 15 


Mon., Sept. 9.—Ezek. 2:1-7. 
Ezekiel’s Call. 
PRAYER SucGEesTIONsS: “Son of man, I 
send thee to the children of Israel, to 
a rebellious nation that hath rebelled 
against me: they and their fathers have 
transgressed against me, even unto this 
very day.” Ezekiel’s commission con- 
stituted a problem for the prophet, Re- 
vival is the greatest problem a minis- 
ter of Christ can ever tackle. His flesh 
rebels against its necessities, his peo- 
ple shrink from it, and the Devil and 
his’ hosts are dead set against his pro- 
moting it! But weak as we are, as 
children of men, we are assured that 
God will use weak things in accom- 
plishing spiritual results; for when we 
are weak, then we may be strong in 
the Lord and’ in the power of His 
might. Pray and urge others to pray 

for revival in the churches. 


Tues., Sept. 10.—Ezek. 3:4-11. 
Ezekiel’s Task. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “But the house 
of Israel will not hearken unto thee 
mae The work God wants done by 
His servants is always difficult for the ' 
flesh, as our Lord’s commands to His 
disciples in their commission indicates. 
We have to be patient in tribulation, 
and good and courageous soldiers of 
Christ in this present evil world. “Sure 
I must fight, if I would reign: increase 
my courage, Lord; I'll bear the toil, 
endure the pain, supported by Thy 
Word.” Pray for new courage to work 
and war according to the will of God. 


Wed., Sept. 11.—Ezek. 18:20-30. 
Personal Responsibility. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repent, and 
turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions; so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin.” Every person in this world is 
duty bound to turn to God from sin. 
“God ... now commandeth all men 
every where to repent.” Repentance and 
remission of sins must be preached to 
all men in the name of Christ. Uncon- 
fessed sin in churches is the greatest 
hindrance to the progress of the Gos- 
pel. It is long since we have seen 
weepers in the assemblies of the saints. 
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James puts the matter squarely up to 
all the people of God in his Epistle 
(4:9, 10). When we have more saints 
weeping we shall find more sinners 
seeking the Lord. Pray for some “wet 
meetings” in your church, 


Thurs., Sept. 12.—Ezek. 47:1-10. 
; Vision of Hope. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The waters 


shall be healed.” The Temple waters 
brought blessing wherever they flowed. 
The vision of the prophet filled him 
with hope and joy and gladness. The 
blessings of salvation like a spreading 
deepening river roll on into all the 
world in the Gospel of God’s Son. 
“Blest river of salvation, pursue thine 
onward way!” May miracles of grace 
multiply everywhere. It becomes all 
who love the Lord sincerely to pray 
and labor more for the prosperity of 
the Gospel of grace, Pray for a Tising 
tide of prayer for missionaries. 


Fri., Sept. 13.—Ezekiel 33:7-16. 
Official Responsibility. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Warn _ tthe 
wicked of his way to turn from it.” 
We are God’s watchmen if we have 
been saved from our sins. It is our 
duty and a very heavy responsibility 
we have to warn others, as we have 
opportunity, of dangers present and 
eternal. It becomes us all to make sure 
that no man’s blood, who perishes in 
his sins, is on our garments. Pray for 
a true interest in the eternal welfare 
of souls. 


Sat., Sept. 14.—Psa. 72:12-20. 
Blessings of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “All nations 
shall call him blessed.” God has al- 
ways been good to His people, but 
blessings to come will be even more 
glorious and enduring. In Christ yet 
shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. And men shall sing, “Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, be unto the 
Lamb.” Peace and prosperity of the 
past will be surpassed in its surprises, 
quality, and abundance. Pray for more 
awareness of Heaven and of the life 
to come. 


Sun., Sept. 15.—Psa. 121. 
God the Preserver. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord 
shall preserve thy going out and ‘thy 
coming in from this time forth, and 
even for evermore.” God has been 
good to you. He is good to all. “His 
tender mercies are over all His 
works.” But gracious as He has 
been, and is, His mercies will be 
multiplied and everlasting to all who 
are in Christ. The watch-care of 
God over your soul demands a con- 
tinual song of praise. Are you 
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_ “praising the Saviour all the day 


long”? Pray for more gratitude to 
your Saviour. 
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